What is claimed is: 

1. An instrument panel for the interior of a vehicle passenger compartment 
equipped with an inflatable airbag device adapted to be deployed into a passenger space 
in said passenger compartment, said instrument panel including a covering having an 
5 outer surface exposed to view and a weakening groove located beneath the outer surface 
for weakening the instrument panel in the form of at least a portion of an opening at said 
location of said airbag device, said weakening groove comprising a V-shaped 
configuration, wherein said V-shaped configuration comprises the following general 
shape: 
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wherein angle A is less than angle B. 

2. The instrument panel of claim 1 , wherein angle A is between 5-30 degrees 
and angle B is between 75-150 degrees. 



6 



3. The instrument panel of claim 1 wherein angle A is 10-20 degrees and 
angle B is between 90-130 degrees. 

4. The instrument panel of claim 1 wherein angle A is 15 degrees and angle B is 
110 degrees. 

5 5. A method for providing a weakening groove in the underside of a plastic 

skin to be used as the covering layer for an instrument panel which overlies an inflatable 
air bag device in the interior of a vehicle, comprising the steps of: 

molding a plastic skin, 

providing an ultrasonic knife having a double angle blade, 
1 0 contacting the underside of the plastic skin with said double angle 

knife blade, 

scoring the underside of said plastic skin with said knife blade, 
wherein said double angle blade comprises the following general shape: 
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wherein angle A is less than angle B. 

6. A cover skin for a component of the interior of a vehicle passenger 
compartment equipped with an inflatable airbag device adapted to be deployed into a 
passenger space in said passenger compartment, said cover skin having an outer surface 
exposed to view and a weakening groove located beneath the outer surface for weakening 
the cover skin in the form of at least a portion of an opening at said location of said 
airbag device, said weakening groove comprising a V-shaped configuration, wherein said 
V-shaped configuration comprises the following general shape: 
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wherein angle A is less than angle B. 
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